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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: US VOTE ON IBRD LOAN TO MALAWI 

1. A 7 MILLION DOLLAR BLANTYRE WATER SUPPLY LOAN IS AMONG 
THOSE CASES SCHEDULED EOR CONSIDERATION BY THE WORLD BANK 
BOARD OE DIRECTORS ON MAY 12. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S POLICY THAT THE UNITED STATES SHOULD USE 
ITS VOICE AND VOTE IN THE INTERNATIONAL LENDING INSTITU- 
TIONS TO PROMOTE HUMAN RIGHTS, AN INTERAGENCY MEETING 
CHAIRED BY DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER MET ON MAY 6 TO 
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DETERMINE WHAT POSITION THE U.S. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SHOULD 
TAKE AT THE MAY 12 MEETING WITH REGARD TO THE MALAWIAN AND 
OTHER LOANS COMING UP AT THAT TIME. 

2. IT WAS DECIDED AT THE INTERAGENCY GROUP MEETING THAT 
THE U.S. SHOULD VOTE IN EAVOR OE THE LOAN TO MALAWI, SINCE 
EXTENSION OE SALE WATER SUPPLY IN BLANTYRE WILL DIRECTLY 
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BENEFIT THE NEEDY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN MALAWI IT WAS DECIDED THAT WE WOULD PRIVATELY 
INFORM BOTH THE IBRD DIRECTOR FOR MALAWI AND THE MALAWI 
GOVERNMENT THAT: 

A. THE UNITED STATES VOTED ON MAY 12 IN FAVOR OF THE IDA 
WATER PROJECT LOAN FOR MALAWI BECAUSE THIS LOAN WILL 

BENEFIT THE POOREST SEGMENT OF THE MALAWIAN POPULATION AND 
ADVANCE THE FULFILLMENT OF VITAL, BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AS 
DESCRIBED IN SECRETARY VANCE'S APRIL 30 ADDRESS. 

B. OUR POSITIVE VOTE WAS CAST DESPITE OUR CONTINUED CON- 
CERN OVER THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN MALAWI, PARTICULAR- 
LY THE ARBITRARY ARREST AND DETENTION OF MALAWI CITIZENS, 
SOME OF WHOM BELONG TO DISSENTING RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS. 
WE ARE MINDFUL OF THE FACT THAT MANY DETAINEES ARE BEING 
RELEASED, BUT UNDERSTAND THAT LARGE NUMBERS OF THEM 
STILL REMAIN IN JAIL. 

C. WE HOPE TO SEE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUA- 
TION IN MALAWI WHICH WILL ENABLE US TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE FOR THAT COUNTRY FROM INTERNATIONAL 
LENDING INSTITUTIONS. 

3. SINCE WE DO NOT DESIRE UNNECESSARILY TO PREJUDICE 
CHANCES FOR USIS LIBRARIAN FUNSANI'S RELEASE ON KAMUZU 
DAY, EMBASSY LILONGWE MAY DELAY MAKING ITS DEMARCHE CON- 
TAINING POINTS A-C ABOVE UNTIL WEEK OF MAY 16. 
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4. IF IT IS JUDGED USEFUL, YOU MAY NOTE THAT MALAWI IS 
NOT BEING SINGLED OUT FOR CRITICISM. US WILL BE TAKING 
SIMILAR OR STRONGER ACTION WITH RESPECT TO A NUMBER OF 
OTHER COUNTRIES. IN THE CASE OF ONE AFRICAN COUNTRY 
(FYI: ETHIOPIA) WE HAVE JUST ABSTAINED ON TWO LOANS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS GROUNDS. 

5. FOR ABIDJAN: AMBASSADOR STEVENSON: WOULD APPRECIATE 
YOUR COMMENTS, INCLUDING YOUR ASSESSMENT OF THE LIKELY 
GOM REACTION AND CHANCES OF FAVORABLE IMPACT. DO YOU WISH 
TO MAKE REPRESENTATION YOURSELF, UPON RETURN TO LILONGWE, 
OR TO HAVE CHARGE DO SO? CHRISTOPHER 
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